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o u r  s t o r y
Founded by Dr. Enkeshi El-Amin, a local
sociologist studying race, place, and Black
Communities, The Bottom was named after
the first Black neighborhood in Knoxville that
was demolished by urban renewal and
institutionalized racism in the 1950s. El-Amin
conducted interviews and archival research
and found resounding feelings of
displacement and loss of place amongst
Knoxville’s Black elders and youth. She
wanted to do more than just conduct a
study, she wanted to make an impact, and
thus the idea of The Bottom began to take
form.  

Dr. El-Amin’s efforts joined those of Brandi
Augustus, Pumpkin Starr, and Ty Murray of
Black Mama’s Bail Out along with Jazmin
Witherspoon and other Black women in
Knoxville who also sought to do meaningful
work. Today, The Bottom stands as a
collective working to reclaim and reimagine
Black space in Knoxville. What initially
started with a youth sewing and
entrepreneurial program in 2019, has grown
into a hub of Black culture and togetherness.
​With the support of our community, our
space has grown to include a tea room,
podcast studio, expanded sewing studio,
and bookstore. With the belief that
Blackness is neither essentialist nor static,
but relational, dynamic and changeable, The
Bottom stands as a multi-use place to foster
change and provide a sense of Black safety.
The Bottom welcomes locals and
newcomers to town.

Our Mission
The Bottom is a nonprofit cultural
organization serving our community
through our Black-affirming
bookshop and arts programming.
Rooted in place justice, we stand to
build community, celebrate
culture, and engage the creativity
of Black people in Knoxville. We
strive to cultivate a sense of
belonging, togetherness and safety
for Black people in Knoxville and
beyond. 

THE BOTTOMb e h i n d
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M E E T  T H E  T E A M

Enkeshi El-Amin is a community sociologist in Atlanta, Georgia. She
is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology
& Anthropology at Agnes Scott College. Her research, exploring
the link between race and place, is focused on how racial practices
shape Black places and how Black people in turn are involved in
practices that define, contest, and reimagine places.

FOUNDING DIRECTOR 

ENKESHI EL-AMIN

Ty Murray is a multi-faceted artist and activist. As a modern day
Renaissance woman rooted in the rural south, her art reflects who
she is, where she’s from and what she aspires to see in the world.
She chooses to create art that challenges, art that confronts, art
that is loud, bold, colorful and soulful. She wears many hats, but
works to elevate The Bottom as a dynamic arts and cultural center
in East Knoxville. 

DIRECTOR OF ART &
COMMUNICATION

TY MURRAY

Annastasia has always enjoyed reading from an early age, and is an
avid reader and lover of books. As the Bookstore Director, Annastasia
curates the inventory at the Bookshop to highlight Black authors and
Black-centered stories for all ages. She also plans events and manages
our free literature program for youth called, LitKidz. She considers
herself a banned book activist, and educates the community on the
dangers of book banning.

BOOKSHOP DIRECTOR

ANNASTASIA  WILLIAMS

Kalil White realized at an early age that she had a passion for
nature and community development. She received her Bachelors
of Science in Biology with a concentration in Environmental
Sustainability from Georgia Southern University in 2018 and her
Masters of Science in Agricultural Leadership, Education, and
Communications from University of Tennessee in 2021. 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

KALIL WHITE
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M E E T  T H E  T E A M

ART DIRECTOR

I worked at The Bottom as a full time staff member between June and
November. While working at The Bottom, everyone on staff has been
beyond empathetic and nurturing. This organization has taken my passion
for literature and transformed it into a vessel for creating community. I
have experienced so much understanding from The Bottom, and I have
always felt heard when sharing ideas with the staff. It's truly a rare and
remarkable place to work.

BOOKSHOP
COORDINATOR

ANNA TREVETHAN

My first engagement with The Bottom was in 2023, through their ceramics
program. After learning more about the history and mission behind this
space, I couldn’t help but continue to come back. I always jumped at
opportunities to help out or attend events, then I joined the team as a full
time employee in September. I’m grateful to work with people that constantly
uplift and support each other, especially our fellow community members.
Whether I’m here to work, create, or engage with the community, The
Bottom makes me feel at home.

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

NATORI MASON

Being born and raised in Memphis has helped Madison recognize
the importance of establishing safe spaces for Black people to
build community with one another, which is why she is so grateful
for the community she has found at The Bottom. In addition to
creating content for social media, Madison enjoys spending her
free time making Youtube videos, modeling, and acting.

COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR

MADISON PAYNE
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M E E T  T H E  T E A M

“Do what U can, when U can, while U can”
These famous words are straight from the mouth of our resident
“funcle” Dash Lee, who is a man of many talents! Among being a local
chef and contractor, he has a background in youth empowerment and
engagement, and also serves as the sound engineer for our Community
Podcast Studio.

SOUND ENGINEER & 
SPACE MAINTENENCE 

DASH LEE

Knoxville-based artist, Daniel Craft, has been honing his skills in the
art world through mixed media. His inspiration is themed in comic
book illustrations and paintings that bleed into a political/social
sense of awareness. He’s been drawing since he was able to pick
up a pencil and attended Nossi College of Arts.

ART DEPARTMENT & FACILITIES

DANIEL CRAFT
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STATEMENTSd i r e c t o r
Read statements from our directors as they reflect on their past year
with The Bottom:

2024 marks another year of innovation, expression, and connection at The Bottom. As I reflect on
the sustained growth of our organization, and the incredible strides made in our arts department,
this year has been nothing short of transformative. It’s been a year of vibrance and momentum, a
year that has seen us all grooving and moving with growth in every sense. One of the standout
milestones has been the successful conclusion of our inaugural season of Tiny Bookshop Concerts,
a live performance series designed to highlight performers of color in an intimately empowering
setting. Thanks to the generous support of our sponsors, the Tennessee Arts Commission and Sadie
Pearl Records, we were able to bring eight incredibly talented local performers to our stage
between August 2023 and March 2024. Each of these artists, rooted in the Knoxville community,
shared their voices, stories, and songs with an audience eager to connect with their craft.

In addition to our first season, we were thrilled to launch another mini season of Tiny Bookshop
Concerts this fall, made possible through an African American Equity Restoration Task Force grant
from the City of Knoxville. This second season, held in November and December, continued to
showcase the diversity and richness of local talent, building deeper connections with our audience
and amplifying the importance of cultural representation through music and performance.

Year after year, we’ve worked to strengthen and refine the programming we offer, with a dedicated
focus on harnessing the power of art and literature as tools for liberation and community building.
This ongoing evolution speaks to the heart of our mission at The Bottom, where we center
community, culture, and creativity. As I reflect on all that we’ve accomplished and all that is yet to
come, I can’t help but feel a deep sense of excitement for the future of The Bottom. Witnessing the
depth of our growth has been a truly remarkable experience—one that reminds us of the boundless
potential for what happens when we create spaces that honor, celebrate, and nurture the voices of
our community.

 - Ty Murray, Director of Art & Communication
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STATEMENTSd i r e c t o r
Read statements from our directors as they reflect on their past year
with our organization:

As I reflect on this year, I am astounded at all that The Bottom has been able to accomplish
with a small (but mighty) crew, limited resources, and the shifting political landscape. We’ve
increased impactful and community-building events happening in and through our space,
increased engagement across Knoxville and the state of Tennessee, and our organization is
gaining more recognition nationally. The bookshop has had an incredible year of promoting
Black-affirming stories and Black authors. More books have gone into the hands of our
community members than the previous year and we’ve launched two regular book clubs to
bring readers together. 

As directors, we have strived to shape our organization into something more sustainable this
year – not just for our physical space in East Knoxville, but also for the staff that give so much
of themselves to The Bottom every single day. This effort is ongoing and will require diversified
revenue streams, creative thinking, community support, and personal commitments to
liberatory rest and our physical and mental health. The work we do continues to be relevant
and vital to our collective liberation, yet far too many Black women throughout history have
sacrificed their bodies and minds in the name of progress and liberation for all. We honor our
ancestors, and we must commit to finding a better way so that The Bottom will exist for many
more years to come. I am humbled to be involved in building this legacy. 

I wish to thank all those that have supported us this year. We don’t do what we do without
community support in its many forms. And finally, I am looking forward to seeing how The
Bottom harnesses this momentum moving forward, armed with our mission, staff, and our
excellent minds. 

 - Annastasia Williams, Bookshop Director 
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STATEMENTSd i r e c t o r
Read statements from our directors as they reflect on their past year
with our organization:

2024 has been a pivotal year for us at The Bottom. Despite navigating the challenges of being a
small team, we have witnessed tremendous growth in our arts and literature programming and
community events. The Bottom has expanded its reach beyond Knoxville, creating meaningful
connections throughout the region. It’s been an incredible honor to see the impact of The Bottom
extend beyond the walls of our small bricked space, opening doors for people to imagine new
beginnings, build dynamic connections, and foster a vibrant community.

As we head into our 5th year as an organization, we are filled with gratitude for the unwavering
support of our community. We wouldn’t be where we are today without you. Whether you’re
gushing over the latest read for Banned Book Club, buying a ticket for the Tiny Bookshop Concert
Series, or sharing a post on social media, your engagement fuels our growth and sustains our
mission.

This year, you showed up in a big way for our Building Maintenance Campaign, helping us secure
funds to sustain the physical space that houses so much of our work. Your engagement and
donations not only support the maintenance of our space but also uphold the work of Black-led
organizations, ensuring the future of spaces like The Bottom for generations to come. We want The
Bottom to withstand the test of time and remain a cherished and loved staple in our community for
years to come. This space is what I needed growing up, and it is so important to see it flourish as a
resource and refuge for others.

Looking ahead, we recognize that continued growth and sustainability require not just community
support but also ensuring the well-being of the small yet mighty team of Black women who drive
our work forward. Maximizing how we show up for our community and for ourselves is essential to
building a future where The Bottom thrives. Together, we’ll keep creating spaces that inspires
imagination, connection, and hope for years to come.

-Kalil White, Director of Operations

7



2,824

64

102 97
81 $463,759.96

282 119

I M P A C TO U R
Total books sold at

The Bottom

Free books
distributed to
youth through

LitKidz

Volunteers

Artists leading workshops,
performing, or exhibiting with
The Bottom  

Raised through
individual giving,
in-kind donations,
grants & awards,

bookshop
purchases and
space rentals

Youth engaged
through

programming

Events Held

Donors 8



Karah Tull
Bookshop Volunteer
“From the moment I walked in the door at
The Bottom until now, every interaction with
the space and the people who work there
has been so uplifting. Everyone involved with
The Bottom works tirelessly to promote a
sense of belonging, safety, growth, and
support. They do this through the space
itself, its book clubs, and its many other
creative and progressive endeavors. I not
only love the space, but I love spending time
with the people who make that space what
it is. They are the true heart of The Bottom. I
am so grateful for a place that challenges
me to grow as a creative and as a human
being, while also being truly supportive of
every individual who walks in the door or
attends an event.”

Jazzmine Curtis
Ceramic Soul Collective Member
“My journey with The Bottom’s Ceramic Soul
Collective has profoundly shaped my growth
as both an artist and a community member.
Being part of this collective has provided me
with the guidance and support needed to
navigate the complexities of the art world
while granting me access to opportunities I
never knew existed. The Bottom has shown
me that art and community are not just
avenues for personal expression but essential
elements that provide answers and
connections to so many facets of life. This
space has expanded my vision, reinforced my
belief in the power of shared creation, and
demonstrated how art can be a force for
change, healing, and empowerment.”

STATEMENTSi m p a c t
Jaz Parks
Black Creatives Meetup Leader

“Working with the Bottom for the Black
Creatives Meetup was such a life-giving
experience. Staff, specifically Ty, made it
such a joyful and easy experience. I am
grateful for the space and opportunity and
would love to do it again sometime in the
future for potentially a different
workshop/craft in the future. I think at the
time I was scheduled to host my workshop
there, I was really struggling with
confidence and being motivated to
continue making, but the timing of it and
how positive it was really re-ignited my
creativity and the joy of it. Truly a great
experience.”

LitKidz, Participant Parent 

“He is only one, but he LOVES to come pick
out books and read them at home. It has
REALLY sparked his curiosity and focus when
reading and learning new things. It is such a
beautiful thing to see books that look like
him, because it helps him to connect and
engage. It is something that I have enjoyed
also because it builds connection with him
early and getting him loving to read and all
the things book early in life. He goes to his
books and picks them out, flips through them
and entrains himself with love and laughter.
He also loves sitting and us reading to him as
he points and learns words and colors and
sounds.”
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Brittney Dunn
Sewing Circle Participant

“Over the last couple of months, I have
been able to learn new skills in the sewing
circle. I learned how to sew as a child
from my mom who was a seamstress.
However, I had not sewn in many years.
After visiting Ghana, this past May, and
seeing all of the beautiful fabrics and the
talented seamstresses, I wanted to learn
how to sew again. I was very excited to
see that The Bottom was offering an adult
sewing class. While life is busy and hectic,
I made it a priority to be here because I
want to be intentional about making time
to create. I am thankful for spaces like The
Bottom that allow community members to
continue to evolve in their creativity.”

Hazi
Tiny Bookshop Concert Performer

“Getting the opportunity to perform for
the Tiny Bookshop Concert Series was a
highlight of my year when it comes to
performances! It’s not often that
musicians are able to be in spaces where
they can be 100% themselves with an
audience fully engaged on hearing what
they have to say, but this was that
experience! I hope that more artist have
the opportunity to be able to be apart of
this series, because it’s truly amazing!
Thank you again seriously, I had soooo
much fun!”

STATEMENTSi m p a c t

LaToya Eaves
Write It Out Member

“Write It Out has been a great program
series for me. It has reconnected me to
how healing and beautiful that creative
writing can be. Phil is a great
facilitator, including mindfulness and
short lessons before we start on writing
exercises. The groups are very
encouraging when it comes to the
sharing portion of the evening. I have
enjoyed meeting other writers and
gaining more confidence in my
creativity.” 

Katherine Roberts
Bottom Book Club Member

“I am so grateful for The Bottom’s
Book Club. Not only does the club
give me the opportunity to meet new
people, but Annastasia’s careful
curation of books has greatly
expanded my reading taste!
Annastasia gently leads the club and
allows interesting and informative
conversations to bloom. I am always
delighted to see a book club
announcement in The Bottom’s
newsletter or on Instagram!“
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WE’RE EXTREMELY GRATEFUL

WHO SUPPORTS OUR SPACE !
FOR EACH ORGANIZATION AND INDIVIDUAL 

NEW PARTNERSHIPS
& COLLABORATIONS
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Our space was created as a place for the community to gather,
create, fundraise, and launch their own passions.

 In 2023 we held 76 events. We ended 2024 with 97 events, 
we continue to be amazed by the passion of our staff, partners,
community members and volunteers who made this possible!

97
Events this year!
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NXTyQ2CAkppfem78m6aaJ0IPfqIJgmC8&usp=drive_copy


2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  w i t h  T h e  B o t t o m
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Sew It
Sell It

Black Creatives
Meetup

Community
Fellowship

Ceramics at The 
Bottom

Community
Podcast 

Studio

The Sewing Circle

programs

LitKidz

Tiny Bookshop 
Concert Series
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A sewing and entrepreneurship program where
participants have the opportunity to express their
creativity, learn vocational skills and develop a sense of
self-reliance by sewing and selling a product. 

Through Sew It Sell It, students design a product and
conceptualize a micro business around that product. 

The program serves children between the ages of 12 and
17. No prior sewing skills are necessary and all equipment
and supplies for the program are provided to students. 

In addition to learning the basics of sewing, through a
number of workshops led by business professionals and
local entrepreneurs, community leaders and university
faculty, students learn business and professional skills
from branding and marketing, to giving a good pitch.

This year, our program also expanded its vocational
offerings to include workshops on screen printing and
pottery!
 
The goal of Sew It Sell It is to supplement youth in our
communities with creative, practical and business
management skills that they can continue to use on their
own outside of the program. 

Our 2024 Sew It Sell It summer program was made
possible in part by funding received from the Tennessee
Arts Commission.

Expressing creativity, learning
vocational skills, and developing

a sense of self-reliance by
sewing and selling a product. 

SELL ITsew it
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Our Black Creatives Meetup (BCM) initiative is a long-
term investment into Black artists and makers in our
community.
 
As a year-round program, we continuously provide
instruction, support and a safe space for our creative
community to incubate and develop. BCM offers
monthly workshops in addition to seasonal events. Each
workshop centers an element of development, whether
that be artistic, professional and/or social.

Through this initiative, we are listening and responding
to creative voices. We asked Black artists what they
need to thrive in our community and it came down to
these three key points:

Welcoming spaces to learn, gather and create
More opportunities to meet and network with fellow
artists 
Workshops, trainings & developmental opportunities

 
Through offering space, resources, and developmental
programming for Black creatives, as well as supporting
established Black artists and organizations, we invest in
a historically underrepresented community, reinforcing
our dedication to community investment and
engagement in East Knoxville.

Our 2024 BCM program was made possible by funding
received from the Tennessee Arts Commission.

Providing support, resources and
a safe space for our creative
community to incubate and

develop. 

BLACK CREATIVES meetup
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The Community Podcast Studio at The Bottom is a
community recording studio working to create
accessible and affordable entry points for new audio
makers (especially African Americans), and to activate
an approachable DIY audio community in Knoxville.
New forms of media and/or critical media platforms
can be a powerful tool for empowerment work and
work that otherwise challenges the dominant
narratives. 

The Community Podcast Studio at The Bottom is utilizes
podcasting as a powerful form of media that
introduces voices that are often silenced, engages new
perspectives and experiences, and challenges
misrepresentations of Appalachian identities in media.

We recognize that recording/production resources are
often expensive and hard to find, but imperative for
quality sounding audio. The podcast studio provides
professional recording equipment for audio makers, as
well as training that involves editing, interviewing,
sound design and marketing. 

Since its inception, the podcast studio has offered
support to over 25 individuals and teams of audio
makers through recording, training and community
building.

Providing Appalachian audio
makers with a platform for their

voices to be heard.

Podcast Studi0COMMUNITY 
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Since 2021, The Bottom has partnered with the University of
Tennessee Knoxville’s Division of Diversity and Engagement
to offer a short term community fellowship.
 
We believe that the work of scholars and other
professional staff can enrich civic and community life, and
by pursuing such work in dialogue with the public, university
research, teaching, and creative expression is elevated. In
a semester-long fellowship, Black faculty/staff will serve as
a resource and collaborator on a public facing, community
identified or agreed upon project. The fellow will work
directly with The Bottom’s team to develop a project
moving it from ideation to completion. 

Our culminating round of fellows include: Dr. Robert Bland
and Althea Murphy-Price. 

Working with our Bookshop Director, Annastasia Williams,
Dr. Robert Bland led a summer reading group for the book
South to America: A Journey Below the Mason-Dixon to
Understand the Soul of a Nation by Imani Perry. 

Althea Murphy-Price will work closely with Ty Murray, our
Director of Art and Communication on “Community
Printmaking”. This project seeks to establish a deliberate
connection between printmaking and African American
storytelling within our local community. The final project
includes an artist talk and demonstration with the fellow, a
community printmaking workshop, and establishing a multi-
use printmaking station at The Bottom.

Working with scholars and
professionals on projects that
document and advance the

local Black community.

FELLOWSHIPCommunity
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This project is an ongoing community workshop to
develop and transmit ideas regarding ceramic culture
and to help foster the next generation of Black
Appalachian ceramic craft culture.
 
These ceramic arts-focused classes are broken into five
different sessions where students gather once a week for
three hours. Each session is six weeks long and takes
place between August and May of each year. Over the
course of its duration, this project provides experiential
education the equivalent of an MFA course to a
traditionally unsupported community.
 
The class explores the world of ceramic hand building
and covers the following techniques:

Pinch Pots
Coiling and Slab Building
Hump Molds and Slump Molds
Underglaze
Slip Trailing
Sgraffitto
Inlay
Monotype Transfers
Glazing Styles

 
Classes are taught by Maggie Connolly and Jeremy
Myles. This year, the project was supported n part by the
Joseph F. Wall ’41 Alumni Service Award, presented to four
Grinnell College graduates, including Maggie Connolly,
who are pushing for inclusivity, expanded knowledge.

Fostering the next generation of
Black Appalachian ceramic

craft culture.

CERAMICS at the BottoM
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Through the Lit Kidz program, we actively empower
youth to make their own book selections in our space.
We understand that giving youth the agency to
choose literature that resonates with them
encourages a deeper engagement with reading and
promotes a lifelong interest in representative
literature.

Additionally, we contracted local artists and authors
to lead themed workshops centered around specific
books. These workshops not only enriched our
program but also fostered a strong connection
between the community and our initiatives. By
bringing in local creative professionals, we amplified
the messages of the books, spread the joy of reading,
and inspired the next generation of creatives.

Within our community and others like ours, limited
access to diverse literature in public libraries and
schools is extremely common as we encounter
systemic book bans nationally. We are bridging the
gap within our community, ensuring more children
have access to quality, representative books.
Children’s increased enthusiasm for reading and
appreciation for diversity in book selections are
notable. Additionally, we remove the financial barrier
to accessing literature by keeping our program free.
This allows families to feel comfortable coming into
our space and selecting any book without worrying
about the cost.

Inspiring a generation of writers
and readers, and encouraging

our community through literature.

YOUTH PROGRAMLITKIDZ
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The Tiny Bookshop Concert Series combines many
facets of our organization and is a direct iteration of
our mission: to build community, celebrate culture, and
engage the creativity of Black people in Knoxville. This
project pulls on the power that music has to connect, to
heal and to spark change; bringing an engaging and
generative cultural opportunity to East Knoxville. 

This is a series of performances that are recorded live,
with an emphasis on showcasing African American
talent in an intimately empowering environment. Each
show is built around a performer hailing from Knoxville,
the state of Tennessee, or our larger southeastern
region. The following is specially curated for each
show: book selections from each performance are
permanently archived and housed on our bookshop.org
page, each show flyer is an original illustration of the
performer’s artistry, and the refreshment menu is also
inspired by their taste palette.

In addition to compensating each performer for
sharing their talent, the performers are also able to
garner high quality recorded footage of their live
performance, without the barrier of production cost.
Support for this program includes: compensation for
local and visiting musicians and artists to perform in
East Knoxville, technical production support of both live
performances and recorded documentations, fees for
original graphics to be created by local
artists/designers, and the cost of promotional and
advertising needs.

Showcasing local talent in an
intimately empowering

environment!

CONCERT SERIESTiny Bookshop 

28



The Sewing Circle is a community program centered in
the craft of sewing and community quilting.​

Workshops are broken into eight classes, which took
place on Sundays from September to December 2024.
These workshops are specifically designed for adults,
especially those who find it difficult to learn new
crafting skills due to limited access in their community,
income barriers in class affordability or finding
dedicated instructors. There is no fee to participate
and supplies are provided for attendees.
 
Along with gaining basic knowledge of sewing and how
to operate a machine, our hope is that participants not
only gain a level of comfortability with this crafting skill,
but also develop their own artistic voice. The program
will end in a culminating exhibition of final projects
created by participants, including uniquely handmade
quilts.
 
By exploring the important role that quilting has
historically held in Black storytelling and community
building, this program presents a "full circle" moment
that relates directly to our mission: to celebrate culture,
engage creativity and build community for Black
Knoxville!

Exploring the importance
of Black storytelling through

community quilting.

THE SEWING Circle
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2 0 2 4  H I G H L I G H T S

In May 2024, The Bottom
launched our very own
podcast aptly called, “At The
Bottom: A Podcast”. The
podcast is another way for us
to connect with our community
and highlight all of the
amazing work that we do in
our organization through art
and literature. 

Our podcast can be found on
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, and
Amazon Music. Hosted and
produced by our Bookshop
Director, Annastasia, the
podcast has featured authors,
artists, and local community
partners. 

266 Podcasts Plays 
33 Podcast Followers
14 Podcast Episodes

at the bottom: a podcast
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In June 2024, we launched The Bottom's
Building Maintenance Campaign to
address ongoing sustainability challenges
with our physical space. Years of
necessary repairs have disrupted our
events and community access, making it
clear that this campaign is crucial for
ensuring the longevity of our bookshop
and art space. From June to September,
our community raised an incredible
$13,851.15. We are extremely thankful to
everyone who supported us through
donations, fundraisers, or spreading the
word. Your support inspires and drives our
continued work!

Commun ity  Fundra is ing
2 0 2 4  H I G H L I G H T S

In February, we were honored to be the
featured organization of the month for
Three Rivers Market’s Nourishing Change
Program. Throughout the month, customers
donated by rounding up their purchases,
and in-store signage highlighted our mission
and programs. This collaboration raised
$7,137, and we are deeply grateful for Three
Rivers Market’s partnership and support.
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$13,851.15

Completed Projects Upcoming Projects

• Reinforced and
widened our
accessibility ramp

• Established parking
lot lines and added
handicap-accessible
parking 

• Renovating our exterior
front entryway

• Reinforcing hand railing

• Filling in potholes

$7 , 137   
raised through

Nourishing Change!

raised through the Building
Maintenance Campaign!
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In December 2023, the New
York Times published an
article about the reading
parties at Brooklyn bar
FourFiveSix and the event’s
growing popularity across the
country. The Bottom launched
its own version of a reading
party in collaboration with
Peter Kern Library (PKL) in
August 2024, called Sip N
Read. 

At our Sip N Reads,
participants read a book of
their choice for the first hour
and then we facilitate an
activity for readers to get to
know each other for the next
hour, all the while enjoying
specially curated cocktails
from PKL. These new events
have been very successful and
they have garnered local
attention and attracted new
people to our bookshop. The
Bottom will continue hosting
Sip N Read events monthly. 

Sip ‘n Read AT Peter kERN
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Literature brings people together. This year, in addition to our monthly book
subscription (Book It), The Bottom launched two unique book clubs and a
silent reading experience to better connect readers in our community and
promote the works of Black authors. The Bottom Book Club tackled 7 books
this year across several genres, including:

Erasure by Percival Everett
The Black God’s Drums by P. Djeli Clark
Post-Traumatic by Chantal V. Johnson
Rooted in the Earth by Dianne D. Glave
Forty Acres by Dwayne Alexander Smith
Goodbye Earl by Leesa Cross-Smith
Here for It: Or, How to Save Your Soul in America by R. Eric Thomas

These titles fostered lively discussions, helped to highlight different aspects of
the Black experience, and in many ways, allowed participants to delve into
the content more deeply by reading in community. The Bottom plans to host
Bottom Book Club every other month moving forward. 

Bottom Book Club
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This summer, we returned to the
Bonnaroo Music and Arts Festival
in Manchester, TN. Bonnaroo is a
four-day celebration of music,
arts, and culture, set on a
sprawling 700-acre farm. The
festival offers an eclectic mix of
live performances, visual art, and
comedy.

We took over The Rest Stop in
Outeroo, where we hosted daily
arts activities for festival-goers.
We brought along our bookshop,
featuring a curated selection of
books and merch for everyone to
browse and buy. The Rest Stop
gave attendees a chance to
relax, connect with others and tap
into their creativity amidst the
excitement of the festival. 

One of our highlights was the
banned book discussion, which
always sparks thought-provoking
conversations. We also provided 
a free community library where
attendees could unwind, read,
and enjoy the atmosphere. Being
part of such a vibrant and
engaging experience is always a
thrill, and we're so grateful to be
involved!

Bonnaroo: Year 2
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In response to book bans and attempts of censorship
across our state and beyond, The Bottom formed a
Banned Book Club to read the books by Black
authors that are commonly challenged. Our first
meeting was held on September 28, 2024 during
National Banned Books Week. During that session, we
collectively read the book I Am Ruby Bridges and
discussed why Ruby Bridges’ story is commonly
censored in public schools and libraries. We met
again in December to discuss the book The Hate U
Give by Angie Thomas, which has been one of the
most banned books in the US for several years. 

This event was timely because Knox County Schools
had just announced a list of 48 titles they are
removing from shelves in connection with the
controversial Age Appropriate Materials Act in early
December. Our efforts were reported in the Knox
News Sentinel, which helped to promote our book
club to a larger audience. The Banned Book Club will
continue to meet quarterly to discuss banned books
and build an active community to combat book bans
in our state and beyond.

Banned Book Club
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https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/local/2024/12/12/the-bottom-knoxville-club-tackles-banned-books-the-why-behind-them/76920369007/


$463,759.96 
Total

grants and awards: $353,530.23
76.2%

Bookshop Sales: $34,848.30
7.5%

Donations: $36,799.81
7.9%

Events & Programs: $18,276.72
3.9%

Campaigns: $15,266.15
3.3%

Space Rentals: $5,038.75
1.1%

annual income STATEMENT

This year at The Bottom was filled with growth and expansion.
We are so grateful for the advocates and funders who

support our mission and who help make our work possible! 

A summary of our sources of income in 2024
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Board of Directors

President: Brandi Augustus
Secretary: Joan Bryant
Treasurer: Gabrielle Chapman
Parliamentarian: Michelle Christian
Member: Sherley Cruz
Member: Roxy Slay
Member: Charice “Pumpkin” Starr

Major Donors
TN Arts Commission
UTK Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion
Arts & Culture Alliance
Southern Vision Alliance
PUMA
City of Knoxville
Solidaire
Appalachian Community Fund
Arts & Culture Alliance
South Arts
United Way
Highlander Research Center
Appalachian Black Community
Developers
East TN Foundation
Waymakers Collective
Kelleher-Sohn Family Fund
African American Task Force

WE THANK YOU
THE BOTTOM !

FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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