


Named afWeU Whe Black neighboUhood and bXVineVV cenWeU in

EaVW Kno[Yille WhaW ZaV demoliVhed b\ XUban UeneZal in Whe

1950V, The BoWWom ZaV eVWabliVhed in JanXaU\ 2020 aV a mXlWi-

XVe commXniW\ Vpace. DU. EnkeVhi El-Amin, a local VociologiVW

VWXd\ing Uace and place and Black commXniWieV, ZaV inVpiUed Wo

bXild The BoWWom afWeU heU UeVeaUch on Black Kno[Yille UeYealed

UeVoXnding WhemeV of Black diVpoVVeVVion and diVplacemenW.

The BoWWom ZaV concepWXali]ed aV a jXVWice and eTXiW\ pUojecW

cenWeUed on Vpace UeclamaWion, UeimaginaWion and

WUanVfoUmaWion. GiYen Whe hiVWoUical obVWacleV foU Black

Kno[YillianV Wo claim Vpace, a collecWiYe effoUW iV UeTXiUed Wo hold

Black Vpace in Kno[Yille and Wo engage in place making

pUacWiceV. Recogni]ing hiVWoUic and V\VWemic injXVWiceV WhaW haYe

indiUecWl\ impacWed Black people and placeV iV alVo UeTXiUed Wo

UeVpond and heal fUom UelaWed WUaXma. 

OKR MIIIIONThe miVVion of Whe BoWWom iV Wo bXild commXniW\,

celebUaWe cXlWXUe and engage Whe cUeaWiYiW\ of Black

people WhUoXgh cXUaWed eYenWV, ongoing pUojecWV,

VhaUed UeVoXUceV and ph\Vical Vpace. AW Whe BoWWom,

commXniW\ leadeUV, aUWiVWV, XniYeUViW\ facXlW\ and

VWXdenWV, cXlWXUal ZoUkeUV, acWiYiVWV and moUe can

blend cXlWXUe, poliWicV and Vocial hiVWoU\ in VmaUW,

VWUaWegic and engaging Za\V. We VWUiYe Wo cXlWiYaWe a

VenVe of belonging and VafeW\ foU Black people Zho

come fUom diffeUenW claVV, UeligioXV, Ve[Xal

oUienWaWion and gendeU backgUoXndV. 

B8ILDING COMM8NI7<
CELEBRA7ING C8L78RE
ENCO8RAGING CREA7I9I7<

OKR IJORO
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Ζn Whe SUeVenW momenW Zhen SeoSle all oYeU Whe coXnWU\ aUe Ueconciling ZiWh and
addUeVVing geneUaWionV of Uacial ineTXaliW\, Black bookVWoUeV aUe SaUWicXlaUl\ cUXcial. Ζn
addiWion Wo making Black hiVWoU\, cXlWXUe and e[SeUienceV acceVVible Wo Whe geneUal
SoSXlaWion, Black bookVhoSV caWeU Wo Whe commXniW\ and SUoYide a VSace Wo noW onl\
Uead, bXW Wo alVo diVcXVV liWeUaWXUe. BookVhoS aW The BoWWom iV an indeSendenW
bookVhoS and ZUiWing VSace foU ZUiWeUV, aUWiVWV, acWiYiVWV, cUeaWiYeV and oWheUV. OXU
VSeciall\ cXUaWed collecWion iV Black affiUming, emSoZeUing and aXWhoUed liWeUaWXUe foU
all ageV. 

OXU bookVhoS iV UegiVWeUed ZiWh AmeUican BookVelleUV AVVociaWion, and in addiWion Wo
oXU Sh\Vical VWoUe, Ze haYe an online VhoS affiliaWed ZiWh BookVhoS.oUg. We bXilW a
UelaWionVhiS ZiWh Union AYe BookV, a locall\ eVWabliVhed indeSendenW bookVhoS, and
SaUWneUed WogeWheU Wo hoVW oXU fiUVW aXWhoUV' diVcXVVion ZiWh DeeVha Phil\aZ, ZhoVe
ZUiWing on Uace, SaUenWing, gendeU, and cXlWXUe haV aSSeaUed in The NeZ YoUk TimeV,
The WaVhingWon PoVW, HaUYaUd ReYieZ, ESPNȇV The UndefeaWed, Ebon\ maga]ine, and
YaUioXV anWhologieV. We look foUZaUd Wo conWinXoXVl\ incUeaVing oXU book inYenWoU\
and e[Sanding oXU SlaWfoUm foU addiWional aXWhoUV' WalkV and commXniW\ dialogXeV. 

BOOKSHOP AJ JHE BOJJOM 
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Race UemainV a majoU maUkeU of ineTXaliW\ and injXVWice in AmeUica and concXUUenWl\, Whe
media ofWen peUpeWXaWeV Whe Uacial oUdeU. TUadiWionall\, Whe media haV been dominaWed
b\ ZhiWe YoiceV; ZhiWe e[peUienceV haYe been pUioUiWi]ed and people of coloU aUe ofWen
ignoUed, miVUepUeVenWed oU dehXmani]ed in media poUWUa\alV. NeZ foUmV of media
and/oU cUiWical media plaWfoUmV can VeUYe aV poZeUfXl WoolV foU anWi-UaciVW ZoUk and ZoUk
WhaW oWheUZiVe challengeV Whe UaciVW Vocial oUdeU. PodcaVWing iV a neZ foUm of media WhaW
inWUodXceV YoiceV WhaW aUe ofWen lefW oXW, engageV neZ peUVpecWiYeV and e[peUienceV, and
challengeV miVUepUeVenWaWionV of Uacial minoUiWieV in media. GiYen WhaW Whe Black
commXniW\ in Kno[Yille haV laUgel\ e[iVWed inYiVibl\, ZiWh WheiU VWoUieV ofWen being ignoUed
locall\ and naWionall\, The CommXniW\ PodcaVW SWXdio iV an iniWiaWiYe WhaW VeekV Wo pUoYide
a Vpace foU coXnWeU naUUaWiYeV. We aUe ZoUking Wo VXppoUW local AfUican AmeUicanV and
oWheU independenW aXdio makeUV b\ pUoYiding a pUofeVVional UecoUding VWXdio and
offeUing handV-on podcaVW WUaining. The pUojecW aimV Wo cUeaWe acceVVible and affoUdable
enWU\ poinWV foU neZ aXdio makeUV, and Wo acWiYaWe an inclXViYe DΖY aXdio commXniW\ in
Kno[Yille. 

Recogni]ing WhaW UecoUding/pUodXcWion UeVoXUceV aUe ofWen e[penViYe and haUd Wo find,
\eW aUe eVVenWial foU TXaliW\ VoXnding aXdio, Whe podcaVW VWXdio ZoXld pUoYide
pUofeVVional UecoUding eTXipmenW foU aXdio makeUV oWheUZiVe lacking VXch acceVV. OXU
WUaining ZoXld inYolYeV eYeU\Whing fUom ediWing and inWeUYieZing Wo VoXnd deVign and
maUkeWing. We Zill cooUdinaWe UegXlaU handV-on WUaining foU makeUV of all leYelV.
AddiWionall\, Whe VWXdio Zill foVWeU a gaWheUing place foU podcaVWeUV, Uadio UepoUWeUV, oUal
hiVWoUianV, VoXnd aUWiVWV, mXVicianV and moUe Wo neWZoUk and VXppoUW each oWheU. 

COMMKNIJO PODCAIJ IJKDIO

We UeceiYed fXnding WhiV \eaU fUom HighlandeU
CenWeUȇV We Shall OYeUcome FXnd WhaW alloZed XV
Wo begin bXilding oXU podcaVW VWXdio. We'Ue looking
Wo VecXUe addiWional fXnding in 2021 in oUdeU Wo
fXll\ opeUaWe and open oXU VWXdio dooUV Wo Whe
commXniW\.  
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SeZ Ζt Sell Ζt is a seZing and entrepreneurship
program that proYides children ages 12 to 16
Zith the opportunit\ to e[press their creatiYit\,
learn a Yocational skill and deYelop a sense of
self-reliance b\ seZing and selling a product.
Through SeZ Ζt Sell Ζt, students design a product
and conceptuali]e a micro business around that
product. No prior seZing skills are necessar\ and
all equipment and supplies for the program are
proYided to students free of cost. Ζn addition to
learning the basics of seZing through a number
of Zorkshops led b\ business professionals,
uniYersit\ professors, local entrepreneurs and
communit\ leaders, the students learn business
and professional skills like branding, marketing,
and giYing a great pitch.

For man\ \oung people, this program is an
introduction to careers in fashion or related
business industries, and for others it is a great
Za\ to generate income Zhile still in school or
looking to pa\ for college. Ζn both cases, the
children are being prepared to thriYe
economicall\ and professionall\. This Zas our
second \ear organi]ing this program and it is our
hope to keep the program going b\ bringing in
neZ cohorts of children. We are planning to
e[pand the program be\ond one summer so that
students can adYance their seZing skills,
e[posing them to other opportunities such as
custom fabric design Zorkshops and internships
Zith seZing based businesses and organi]ations.
We are also looking to create a SeZ Ζt Sell Ζt
curriculum that can be used for fundraising
purposes in the future.

SEW IT SELL IT 

Okh ikcceh 2020 fheghac
mebceced 10 dem fahjicifadji.
Oleh jhe cekhie ef 4 meeki, jheo
beahded je iem, heceiled jheih emd
cachide, delebefed a ciche-bhadd
add iebd jheih fhedkcji je jhe
cecckdijo. 
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BEAKFORD DELANEO
ICREENING 
Black in Appalachia & EaVW TenneVVee PBS
pUeVenWed a VhoUW biogUaph\ of Whe Kno[Yille-boUn
aUWiVW BeaXfoUd Delane\. BeaXfoUd Delane\ ZaV
boUn in 1901 and conWUibXWed Wo Whe canon of
XniTXe aUWZoUk dXUing Whe HaUlem RenaiVVance.
Delane\ became one of Whe ZoUldȇV moVW
inflXenWial abVWUacW e[pUeVVioniVWV. ThiV
docXmenWaU\ e[ploUed hiV life in TenneVVee, PaUiV,
and HaUlem, and infoUmed Whe commXniW\ of hoZ
WheVe e[peUienceV infoUmed hiV aUWiVWU\. 

BROMN GIRLI
BRKNCH

ThiV BUoZn GiUlV BUXnch pUoYided  a Vpace Wo
connecW and opened a dialogXe on Uadical
Velf-caUe. Ζn addiWion Wo VXppoUWing a local
black-oZned caWeUeU, WhiV ZaV an oppoUWXniW\
Wo meeW neZ fUiendV, gUoZ Vocial neWZoUkV
and enjo\ Whe compan\ of oWheU Black Zomen. 

The EmancipaWion PUoclamaWion of 1863 ZaV noW
enfoUced coXnWU\-Zide XnWil JXne 19, 1865 Zhen
Union GeneUal GoUdon GUangeU led WUoopV Wo
GalYeVWon, TX Wo annoXnce Whe CiYil WaU had
ended and VlaYeV had been fUeed. OXU JXneWeenWh
celebUaWion ZaV a paUking loW e[pUeVVion of loYe
and cXlWXUe. We had a DJ,  a food pop-Xp booWh
and a fUee Veed giYe aZa\ and commXniW\
gaUdening e[peUience pUoYided b\ local
gaUdeneUV.

ELENJI & PROGRAMMING

JKNEJEENJH
CELEBRAJION
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BLACK CREAJILEI
MEEJ KP

OXU Black CUeaWiYeV MeeWXp ZaV pUeVenWed b\
HaUpeU'V NaWXUalV LLC, The Women Ζn Ja]] Jam
FeVWiYal and oXU SeZ ΖW Sell ΖW pUogUam. ΖW ZaV a
Wime Wo e[pand cUeaWiYe neWZoUkV, VhaUe
UeVoXUceV, liVWen Wo VWoUieV fUom felloZ makeUV
and heaU neZ mXVic fUom local aUWiVWV.  

MAGGIE LEE'I FIIH FRO
Maggie Lee'V FiVh FU\ ZaV an ongoing eYenW held
in paUWneUVhip ZiWh Kno[Yille'V Black Mama'V Bail
OXW, a commXniW\-baVed moYemenW ZoUking Wo
end V\VWemV of pUeWUial deWenWion and caVh bail
ZiWh a focXV on fUeeing Black moWheUV and
caUegiYeUV. Held eYeU\ fiUVW FUida\ fUom JXl\ Wo
NoYembeU, WheVe eYenWV pUoYided an oppoUWXniW\
Wo VXppoUW black-led oUgani]aWionV Zhile enjo\ing
delicioXV LoXiViana VW\le caWfiVh fUom GeW'cha Po-
bo\.

SeZ ΖW Sell ΖW MaUkeW Da\ iV Whe cXlminaWion of
oXU SeZ ΖW Sell ΖW VXmmeU pUogUam, a camp-VW\le
iniWiaWiYe ZheUe childUen leaUn Wo VeZ and
acTXiUe Whe VkillV and abiliWieV Wo VWaUW home-
baVed VeZing micUo bXVineVVeV. On WhiV Vecond
annXal maUkeW da\,  Wen paUWicipanWV VeW Xp
booWhV in oXU paUking loW Wo Yend WheiU pUodXcWV.
OYeU 75 cXVWomeUV and commXniW\ VXppoUWeUV
came oXW and all Wen paUWicipanWV Vold oXW of
WheiU pUodXcWV!

ELENJI & PROGRAMMING

IEM IJ IELL IJ
MARKEJ DAO
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BBQ & BOOKI AJ 
JHE BOJJOM

We officiall\ opened oXU bookVhop in Whe VXmmeU
of WhiV \eaU. AlWhoXgh Whe COVΖD-19 pandemic
added a biW of VWUain Wo oXU bookVhop opeUaWionV,
oXU BBQ & BookV eYenWV ZeUe a VXcceVV. We ZeUe
able Wo VpUead Whe ZoUd aboXW oXU neZ bookVhop,
Zelcome man\ neZ fiUVW-Wime cXVWomeUV Wo oXU
Vpace, hold book giYe-aZa\V and VXppoUW a local
bbT chef.  

IPRKCE KP DAOI
OXU SpUXce Up da\V inYiWed Whe commXniW\ Wo
help XV painW, poliVh flooUV, bXild VhelYeV and
UeoUgani]e oXU Vpace. AV a WhankV foU giYing
WheiU Wime, Ze pUoYided YolXnWeeUV ZiWh lXnch
and VWUeWching and mobiliW\ acWiYiWieV fUom
YelloZ OpWimiVW FiWneVV. We eYen had a
YolXnWeeU WhaW came aV faU fUom AVheYille Wo
lend a hand!

AV one of oXU YeU\ fiUVW eYenWV, WhiV ZoUa Neale
HXUVWon Uead-in ZaV a celebUaWion of Whe aXWhoU'V
biUWhda\ and legac\. We gaWheUed ZiWh Whe
commXniW\ Wo leaUn aboXW heU life, Uead Vome of
heU ZoUdV and paUWake in inVpiUed conYeUVaWionV. 

ELENJI & PROGRAMMING

PORA NEALE HKRIJON
READ-IN 
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AKJHORI' JALK: 
DEEIHA PHILOAM

BookVhop aW Whe BoWWom paUWneUed ZiWh Union AYe BookV
Wo Zelcome aXWhoU DeeVha Phil\aZ, Zho ZaV VhoUWliVWed
foU Whe 2020 NaWional Book AZaUd in FicWion, Wo pUeVenW
heU debXW book of VWoUieV: The SecUeW LiYeV Of ChXUch
LadieV. Joined in conYeUVaWion ZiWh AUianna Rebolini,
BookV EdiWoU aW BX]]feed NeZV, WhiV Walk ZaV offeUed Wo
Whe commXniW\ aV a fUee YiUWXal eYenW.

KNMKJED: ORAL
HIIJORO PROJECJ

DXUing Whe COVΖD-19 pandemic, Ze ZeUe eVpeciall\
Ueminded of hoZ YalXable and YXlneUable oXU eldeUl\
famil\ membeUV aUe. WheWheU commXnicaWing ZiWh
Whem in peUVon oU YiUWXall\, Ze ZanWed Wo help oXU
commXniW\ pUeVeUYe memoUieV, VWoUieV & famil\ oUal
hiVWoU\ foU geneUaWionV Wo come. We paUWneUed ZiWh
Black Ζn Appalachia Wo offeU WhiV UNMUTED pUojecW aV a
VeUieV of ZoUkVhopV and inWeUYieZ gXideV WhaW Zill
cXlminaWe ZiWh a capVWone pUojecW in eaUl\ 2021.

KZan]aa, meaning fiUVW fUXiWV in SZahili, iV an
AfUican AmeUican and Pan-AfUican holida\ cUeaWed
in 1966 aV a Za\ Wo bUing AfUican AmeUican
commXniWieV WogeWheU. CelebUaWing famil\,
commXniW\ and cXlWXUe WhUoXgh a Zeeklong
obVeUYance of pUincipleV, Ze paUWneUed ZiWh
Kno[Yille KZan]aa Wo hoVW a YiUWXal open mic on
Whe Vecond da\, KXjichagXlia (Velf-deWeUminaWion).
We inYiWed Whe commXniW\ Wo VhaUe hoZ Whe\
define WhemVelYeV WhUoXgh aUW and Vpoken ZoUdV.

ELENJI & PROGRAMMING

KMANPAA OPEN 
MIC NIGHJ
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ThUoXghoXW oXU fiUVW \eaU, Whe BoWWom haV VeUYed
Whe commXniW\ in a mXlWiWXde of XVeV. OXU Vpace
conWinXeV Wo WUanVfoUm depending on commXniW\
needV ȃZe ma\ be a makeUV ZoUkVhop,
gaWheUing Vpace, UeVeaUch lab, aUW galleU\, paUW\
Vpace oU a meeWing place. Among hoVWing and
oUgani]ing nXmeUoXV eYenWV, Vome of oXU
pUoXdeVW momenWV came fUom XWili]ing oXU Vpace
aV a bXVineVV incXbaWoU foU local Black VWaUWXpV,
inclXding a neZ WXWoUing and liWeUac\ VeUYice foU
Black childUen, WZo UeVWaXUanW pop-XpV and a
fiWneVV pUogUam, ZiWh a place Wo WeVW, laXnch and
gUoZ WheiU bXVineVVeV. AddiWionall\, Whe BoWWom
haV been a UeVoXUce foU cUeaWiYe gUoXpV VXch aV
a local dance WUoop and band in need of a place
Wo pUacWice dXUing Whe pandemic. HaYing Whe
mXch needed Vpace Wo condXcW WheiU ZoUk haV
economic, Vocial and poliWical implicaWionV foU
commXniW\ membeUV Zho mighW noW oWheUZiVe
haYe WhiV acceVV. 

BKIINEII INCKBAJION

MILE67ONE6 & ACHIE9EMEN76

DXUing Whe fiUVW half of Whe \eaU, The BoWWom
opeUaWed aV a one-Zoman VhoZ pUodXced b\
foXnding diUecWoU DU. EnkeVhi El-Amin, Zho
VimXlWaneoXVl\ ZoUked aV a fXll-Wime lecWXUeU aW
UT Kno[Yille and cohoVW of Black Ζn Appalachia'V
podcaVW. The BoWWom When Zelcomed iWV fiUVW
inWeUn, T\ MXUUa\ (a local aUWiVW and commXniW\
acWiYiVW), Zho afWeU dedicaWing heU Wime, cUeaWiYiW\
and adminiVWUaWiYe e[peUWiVe, began Wo YolXnWeeU
aV oXU CommXniW\ OpeUaWionV ManageU. AV T\
lookV foUZaUdV Wo fXlfilling WhiV Uole aV a fXll Wime
emplo\ee in 2021, Ze aUe ZoUking Wo implemenW a
UXnning inWeUnVhip pUogUam. Ζn addiWion, Ze haYe
UecUXiWed an adYiVoU\ boaUd fXll of empoZeUing
commXniW\ leadeUV, and aUe happ\ Wo Zelcome
BUandi AXgXVWXV, ChaUice SWaUU, ΖngUid RXffin and
Kelle Joll\ aV oXU 2021 membeUV.

The BoWWom ZaV iniWiall\ foXnded in JanXaU\ 2020
aV a commXniW\-baVed iniWiaWiYe Wo combaW
UeVoXnding feelingV of diVplacemenW and loVV of
Vpace in Kno[Yille'V Black commXniW\. OYeU Whe
coXUVe of WhiV \eaU, oXU mXlWi-XVe Vpace haV
WUanVfoUmed inWo a nonpUofiW oUgani]aWion WhaW
foVWeUV change, pUoYideV comfoUW and connecWV
ZiWh Whe local black commXniW\. On NoYembeU
23, Ze ZeUe officiall\ incoUpoUaWed ZiWh Whe VWaWe
of TN, and aUe cXUUenWl\ aZaiWing appUoYal of oXU
501(c)(3) VWaWXV fUom Whe fedeUal goYeUnmenW.

IJAJE INCORPORAJION

BKILDING A JEAM

When The BoWWom VWaUWed aW Whe beginning of
Whe \eaU, Ze had \eW Wo foUmall\ eVWabliVh an
online pUeVence. OXU fiUVW Vocial media
accoXnW, ΖnVWagUam, ZaV cUeaWed in FebUXaU\
and b\ JXl\ Ze Ueached 100 folloZeUV. WiWh
bUanding and digiWal commXnicaWion
aVViVWance fUom commXniW\ YolXnWeeUV, Ze
ZeUe able Wo laXnch oXU official logo, ZebViWe
and neZVleWWeU WhiV VXmmeU. Social media
plaWfoUmV haYe WUanVfoUmed Whe Za\ WhaW
nonpUofiWV and bXVineVVeV commXnicaWe ZiWh
aXdienceV. ThUoXgh conVWanW poVWingV and
bUand conViVWenc\, Ze'Ye been able Wo VhaUe
oXU VWoU\ YiUWXall\, incUeaVe aZaUeneVV aboXW
oXU ZoUk, engage neZ VXppoUWeUV and
kickVWaUW fXndUaiVing effoUWV.   

OYeU Whe coXUVe of a \eaU, Ze haYe: 

-Reached 1,000 inVWagUam folloZeUV 
-Gained 200 oUganic neZVleWWeU VXbVcUibeUV
-AcTXiUed 1,500 XniTXe ZebViWe YiViWoUV 
-AWWUacWed eYenW paUWicipanWV fUom aV faU aV
Whe UniWed Kingdom 
-Been feaWXUed in oYeU 10 neZV VWoUieV

ENPANDING OKR REACH
& IOCIAL PREIENCE  
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MEDIA & PRE66 CO9ERAGE

"Each 40 UndeU 40 claVV iV Vpecial. ThiV 14Wh iWeUaWion
ma\, indeed, be Whe moVW Vpecial of all. Ζn a \eaU
fUaXghW ZiWh all Whe challengeV Ze coXld haYe neYeU
imagined, WheVe 40 indiYidXalV haYe accompliVhed
goalV, moYed moXnWainV, and bUoken baUUieUV."

"The 40 UndeU 40 claVV of 2020 iV fXll of leadeUV,
innoYaWoUV and commXniW\ VeUYanWV. While peUhapV
noW man\ of XV Zill maUk 2020 aV oXU faYoUiWe eYeU
\eaU, WheVe 40 indiYidXalV can maUk iW aV a \eaU of
oYeUcoming immenVe obVWacleV."

"EnkeVhi El-Amin iV a commXniW\ cUeaWoU. AV Vomeone
Zho came Wo Kno[Yille noW knoZing ZheUe Vhe fiW in
foU a long Wime, El-Amin iV commiWWed Wo helping
oWheUV like heU find a place and a VXppoUW V\VWem WhaW
Zill ZaUml\ Zelcome all Kno[YillianV."

"RighW noZ, on Randolph SWUeeW neaU Whe ViWe of a
hiVWoUic AfUican AmeUican commXniW\, DU. EnkeVhi El-
Amin iV making a Vpace. AV a makeU and membeU of
Whe Ma\oUȇV MakeU CiW\ CoXncil, Vhe VeeV fiUVWhand Whe
need foU commXniW\. Named The BoWWom, afWeU Whe
long-gone neighboUhood, iWȇV ȊinWended Wo be Vpace
foU commXniW\ bXilding, cXlWXUal e[pUeVVion and
cUeaWiYiW\,ȋ 

"BXW Whe UeaVonV behind Black Kno[YillianVȇ feelingV of
diVenfUanchiVemenW, Va\V El-Amin, aUe man\ and
comple[, and aW WheiU heaUW lieV a hiVWoU\ of
diVplacemenW dXe Wo XUban UeneZal and genWUificaWion
Ȃ a conclXVion Vhe Ueached in heU docWoUal
diVVeUWaWion. ThaWȇV ZhaW dUiYeV heU Wo cUeaWe a makeU
Vpace Vpecific Wo people of coloU."

"A pUofeVVoU haV cUeaWed a Vpace foU Kno[YilleȇV Black
commXniW\ Wo make connecWionV, foVWeU WheiU cUeaWiYiW\,
and find WheiU place in a laUgeU commXniW\."

AV a VociologiVW, EnkeVhi El-Amin haV UeVeaUched and
VWXdied Whe Black e[peUience in AmeUica, and moUe
Vpecificall\, Whe Black e[peUience in Kno[Yille. ThUoXgh
heU UeVeaUch, Vhe Va\V Vhe haV foXnd WhaW WheUe iV a
common feeling of being oXW of place; a feeling Vhe Va\V
Vhe haV e[peUienced heUVelf.

 ȊΖ ZanW people Wo feel like WhiV iV a hXb foU Whem Wo be
plXgged in. Ζ ZanW people Wo feel Vafe and Wo feel
Zelcome and Wo feel paUW of a laUgeU commXniW\ heUe,ȋ
El-Amin Vaid.

"A local VociologiVW ZhoVe UeVeaUch haV focXVed on
Whe Black commXniW\ in Appalachia haV planV Wo open
a XniTXe Vpace in Kno[Yille."

"The BoWWom" Zill inclXde a podcaVW VWXdio, meeWing
UoomV, a commXniW\ claVVUoom, and iWV flagVhip
pUojecW; a bookVWoUe WhaW feaWXUeV Black aXWhoUV. El-
Amin alVo UelocaWed heU SeZ ΖW Sell ΖW kidV camp Wo Whe
YenXe.AW Whe momenW, El-Amin iV fXnding Whe pUojecW
oXW of heU oZn pockeW.  "We'Ue hoping WhaW people Zill
VXppoUW XV b\ bX\ing Whe bookV oU XVing Whe podcaVW
VWXdio. We'll pUobabl\ bUing in Vome local aUW and
oWheU WhingV WhaW can help Wo geneUaWe income Wo keep
Whe Vpace going," El-Amin Vaid."

 

"Kno[Yille VociologiVW Wo open Vpace
deVigned for Black creaWiYeV, makerV"

"ProfeVVor creaWeV The BoWWom: a commXniW\
Vpace for Kno[YilleȇV Black commXniW\"

"The BoWWom: no obVWacleV in a former Black
commXniW\"

 

"40 Under 40: EnkeVhi El-Amin iV bringing
Kno[Yille'V Black commXniW\ WogeWher aW The

BoWWom. "
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https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/five-at-four/knoxville-sociologist-to-open-space-designed-for-black-creatives-and-makers/51-8e3e7e4e-9931-44b9-bd56-6e57a35d18af
https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/five-at-four/knoxville-sociologist-to-open-space-designed-for-black-creatives-and-makers/51-8e3e7e4e-9931-44b9-bd56-6e57a35d18af
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/money/business/2020/07/07/bottom-no-obstacles-former-black-community/3227739001/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/money/business/journal/2021/01/08/knoxville-news-sentinel-40-under-40-enkeshi-el-amin-bottom/6344169002/


0EDIA & 35E66 C29E5AGE

ȊBlack SeRSle ZhR ZeUe bRUQ heUe RU haYe beeQ iQ Whe ciW\ a Zhile haYe had WR bXUURZ WheiU
RZQ SaWhV,ȋ Va\V ChaUleV LRPa[, a VecRQd-geQeUaWiRQ KQR[YilliaQ aQd diUecWRU Rf cRPPXQiW\

ePSRZeUPeQW fRU Whe CiW\ Rf KQR[Yille. ȊWheQ \RXȇUe UelRcaWiQg WR KQR[Yille fRU cRllege RU a jRb,
\RXȇUe gRiQg WR Veek RXW WhaW VSace ZheUe \RX caQ gaWheU aQd fiQd like-PiQded, SaVViRQaWe

SeRSle. ThiV iV Ueall\ a gaPe chaQgeU fRU Whe ciW\.ȋLRPa[ belieYeV The BRWWRP Zill Sla\ a cUXcial
URle iQ Whe UeWeQWiRQ Rf Black SURfeVViRQalV iQ Whe aUea."

"While SUeSaUiQg fRU heU fiUVW \eaU aV a facXlW\ PePbeU, El-APiQ laXQched SeZ ΖW Sell ΖW, a VeZiQg
caPS WhaW WeacheV cUafWV aQd eQWUeSUeQeXUVhiS VkillV WR childUeQ eighW WR 15 \eaUV Rld. ThiV \eaU
Vhe alVR fRXQded The BRWWRP, a cRPPXQiW\ VSace fRU Black cUeaWiYeV QaPed fRU Whe hiVWRUicall\

Black KQR[Yille QeighbRUhRRd lRVW WR XUbaQ UeQeZal iQ Whe 1950V. Like RWheU WUailbla]eUV ZhR
caPe befRUe heUȃWhe RQeV ZhR WRRk Whe VRlXQWeeU CUeed WR heaUW aQd gRW WR ZRUkȃEl-APiQ
VaZ Whe Qeed fRU a bUidge beWZeeQ acadePia aQd Whe cRPPXQiW\, aQd Vhe bXilW iW, UecUXiWiQg

RWheUV WR helS heU alRQg Whe Za\."

ȊΖW WRRk a lRQg WiPe WR fiQd P\ SaWh,ȋ Va\V El-APiQ. ȊNRZ WhaW ΖȇP heUe, Ζ ZaQW WR bUiQg SeRSle
WRgeWheU aQd VhRZ WheP ZhaWȇV SRVVible. Ζ ZaQW WheP WR feel ZelcRPe aQd VeeQȃWR feel like

WheiU YRiceV aQd VWRUieV dR PaWWeU.ȋ
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https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2020/09/a-love-letter-to-black-appalachia/
https://torchbearer.utk.edu/2020/09/a-love-letter-to-black-appalachia/


GoodV Sold
38%

Space RenWalV
4%

The Bottom operates as a communit\ space in more wa\s than one. We feel

honored to know that our communit\ values our efforts and the work that we

have set out to do. So man\ individuals and organi]ations have supported The

Bottom through in kind donations, as well as through financial support and

purchases. 

The work that we were able to do this \ear, as we began to build The Bottom,

is a complete product and e[pression of our communit\'s investment in this

space. We look forward to tripling our impact as well as our financial income in

2021.

AQQXal IQcRPe
SWaWePeQW
A ikccaho e\ ekh iekhc[i e\ _dcec[ _d 2020
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GeeZi SebZ (38%)
$11,901

Oh]ad_paj_edab Dedaj_edi/Ghadji (32%)
$10,075

IdZ_l_Zkab Dedaj_edi (26%)
$8,358

Sfac[ R[djabi (4%)
$1,350

$31,684



Randÿ BÍÿd
FÍíndaèiÍn

Office of Comm¶ni²À Engagemen² and O¶²«each
Office of Eª¶i²À ǀ Di¼e«¬i²À
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TKH BRWWRP SURcOaLPV VSacH IRU BOacN SHRSOH WR bXLOd
cRPPXQLW\, cHOHbUaWH cXOWXUH, HQcRXUaJH cUHaWLYLW\ aQd VKaUH
RXU KLVWRU\ -- WRJHWKHU! WH KRVW HYHQWV aQd OHad SURJUaPPLQJ
WKURXJK cRPPXQLW\ LQLWLaWLRQ aQd QHHd. FXUWKHUPRUH, ZKaW ZH

dR UHIOHcWV ZKR ZH aUH aQd ZKaW ZH QHHd WR WKULYH LQ
KQR[YLOOH, ZKLcK LV PRUH BOacN dHWHUPLQHd VSacHV.

AddUHVV:
202 RaQdROSK SWUHHW, SXLWH A

KQR[YLOOH, TN 37917
 

ZZZ.TKHBRWWRPKQR[.cRP
TKHBRWWRPKQR[@JPaLO.cRP

 
DU. EQNHVKL EO-APLQ, FRXQdLQJ DLUHcWRU

T\ MXUUa\, CRPPXQLW\ OSHUaWLRQV MaQaJHU
BUaQdL AXJXVWXV, AdYLVRU\ BRaUd 

CKaULcH SWaUU, AdYLVRU\ BRaUd 
ΖQJULd RXIILQ, AdYLVRU\ BRaUd 

KHOOH JROO\, AdYLVRU\ BRaUd 

http://thebottomknox.com/

